Mitogen induced proliferation and cytokine production by lymphocytes from leprosy patients.
In this paper we have assessed the mitogen responses of leprosy patients and healthy donors in terms of proliferation and cytokine production (Interleukin 2 and Interferon gamma). The patients investigated included untreated and multidrug therapy non-responsive LL patients and MDT responsive LL and TT patients. The mitogen responses of untreated and multidrug therapy non responsive LL patients were not significantly different from those of the healthy donors. It was interesting to note that TT and multidrug therapy responsive LL patients showed higher responses to mitogens than healthy donors as assessed by all three parameters. The results suggest a correlation of increased mitogenic responses with improvement in clinical status in leprosy.